
Childcare Qualification Pyramid

Above Level, e.g. Early Years Teacher Status
Practitioners; develop and lead the pedagogic strategy, the ethos of the 

provision and the curriculum.  They have accountability for improving 
outcomes of all children within the setting

Level 4 & Level 5
Experienced practitioners; lead day to day practice, support the 

quality of learning & development & are effective role models

Level 3 (Early Years Educator)
Practitioners who work on their own initiative, planning 
and organising their own work and supervising others

Level 2 (Early Years Practitioner)
Practitioners who are working under supervision

Foundation Level or Award
For those with little or no experience of 

working with children

See more detailed information on different levels of qualifications and the types of roles associated with specific 
levels of qualification (Career Pathways) and view the Early Years Career Progression Map.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pathway-into-early-years-education/pathway-into-early-years-education
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